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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 September 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-32 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) £3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^] The drawing(s) filed on 05 September 2003 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed on September 5, 
2003. 



2. Claims 1-32 are pending. Claims 1 and 17-32 are independent claims. 



Priority 

3. Acknowledgement is made to applicant's claim for priority to U.S. Provisional 
Application Serial No. 60/416306, filed on October 4, 2002. 



Drawings 

4. The examiner has accepted the Drawings filed on September 5, 2003. 



Specification 

5. The Abstract is objected to because it exceeds 1 50 words. 

6. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
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disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claims 17-32 are objected to because of the following informalities: It is unclear 
weather the claims are in Independent or dependent claim format. For example claim 17 
describes a computer readable medium that performs a method of claim 1 . However 
claims 1-16 are method claims and 17-32 describe a computer readable medium. If 
claim 17 is a computer readable medium claim then it should be an independent claim 
and anything describing another claim in the independent claim should be avoided. All 
the limitations of claim 1 should be entered into independent claim 17 describing the 
computer readable medium, by stating "performing the method recited in claim 1" is 
inappropriate. Claims 17-32 are currently being treated as Independent claims. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

8. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

9. Claim 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The language of the claims raise a question as 
to whether the claims are directed merely to an abstract idea that is not tied to a 
technological art, environment or machine which would result in a practical application 
producing a concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject 



Application/Control Number: 10/656,440 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2178 

matter under 35 U.S.C. 101 . This rejection can be overcome by simply stating that the 
method is being performed in a computer: example "A computer-Implemented method 
for generating a mapping scheme". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

11. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lau 
(U.S. Pub 2002/0184213, filed April 25, 2002). 

Regarding Independent claims 1 and 17, Lau discloses a method for 
generating a mapping scheme, the method comprising: 

• Reading source data definition that includes information about 
attributes of a source (paragraphs 13-17 & 52 & abstract, wherein 
source data that includes attribute information is read); 

• Reading target data definition that includes information about 
attributes of a target (paragraphs 13-17 & 52 & abstract, wherein 
target data that includes attribute information is read); 
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• Receiving commands from a user, wherein said commands 
establish a mapping between one or more attributes of said source 
and one or more attributes of said target (paragraphs 13-17 & 52 & 
abstract, wherein user input is received to establish a mapping 
between one or more attributes of source and target); and 

• Based on said commands, automatically generating a mapping 
scheme that represents said mapping, wherein said mapping 
includes at least one of multiple attributes of said source mapped to 
a single attribute of said target (paragraphs 13-17 & 52 & abstract, 
wherein more than one attribute of source or target is mapped to a 
single attribute of either); and 

• Multiple attributes of said target mapped to a single attribute of said 
source (paragraphs 52 & 64, wherein more than one attribute of 
source or target is mapped to a single attribute of either). 

Regarding Dependent claims 2 and 18, Lau discloses using said mapping 
scheme to create an electronic document with data from said source, wherein the 
electronic document has a particular format dictated by the target data definition 
(paragraphs 14, 47, 52 & 94). 

Regarding Dependent claims 3 and 19, Lau discloses using said mapping 
scheme to store, into said target, data from an electronic document, wherein the 
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electronic document has a particular format dictated by the source data definition 
(paragraphs 14, 47, 52 & 94 ). 

Regarding Dependent claims 4 and 20, Lau discloses wherein said mapping 
scheme further includes instructions on how to collapse a number of attributes of 
said source into a smaller number of attributes of said target (paragraph 44). 

Regarding Dependent claim 5 and 21, Lau discloses wherein said mapping 
scheme further includes instructions on how to expand a number of attributes of 
said source to a greater number of attributes of said target (paragraph 44). 

Regarding Dependent claims 6 and 22, Lau discloses wherein: 

• The step of receiving commands from a user includes receiving 
user input that specifies a condition, and an action associated with 
the condition (paragraph 85); and 

• The method further comprises the steps of performing an operation 
that includes converting data, based on said mapping scheme, from 
the source to a format associated with the target (paragraph 85); 

• During performance of said operation, performing the steps of 
determining whether the condition is satisfied (paragraph 85); and 

• If the condition is satisfied, then performing said action (paragraph 
85). 
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Regarding Dependent claims 7 and 23, Lau discloses wherein: 

• The step of receiving commands from a user includes receiving 
user input that specifies a specific set of instructions (paragraph 
85); and 

• The method further comprises the steps of performing an operation 
that includes converting data, based on said mapping scheme, from 
the source to a format associated with the target (paragraph 85); 
and 

• During performance of said operation, executing the specific set of 
instructions to affect said operation (paragraph 85). 



Regarding Dependent claims 8 and 24, Lau discloses wherein: 

• The step of receiving commands from a user includes receiving 
user input that declares a variable to which values can be assigned 
(Paragraphs 48, 45, 49, 51 and 53); 

• The method further comprises the steps of performing an operation 
that includes converting data, based on said mapping scheme, from 
the source to a format associated with the target (Paragraphs 48, 
45, 49, 51 and 53); and 
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• During performance of said operation, using said variable 
(Paragraphs 48, 45, 49, 51 and 53). 



Regarding Dependent claims 9 and 25, Lau discloses wherein: 

• The step of receiving commands from a user includes receiving 
user input that specifies a precompiled routine (Paragraphs 48, 45, 
49, 51 and 53); and 

• The method further comprises the steps of performing an operation 
that includes converting data, based on said mapping scheme, from 
the source to a format associated with the target (Paragraphs 48, 
45, 49, 51 and 53); and 

• During performance of said operation, calling said precompiled 
routine to affect said operation (Paragraphs 48, 45, 49, 51 and 53). 



Regarding Dependent claims 10 and 26, Lau discloses wherein: 

• The attributes of said source correspond to a number of 
hierarchical levels (paragraphs 79 & 83); 

• The attributes of said target correspond to a number of hierarchical 
levels (paragraphs 79 & 83); and 

• The method further comprises the step of receiving user input that 
establishes a mapping between one or more hierarchical levels of 
said source and one or more hierarchical levels of said target 
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(paragraphs 79 & 83). 

Regarding Dependent claims 11 and 27, Lau discloses wherein said mapping 
scheme includes instructions on how to collapse a number of hierarchical levels 
of said source into a smaller number of hierarchical levels of said target 
(paragraphs 79 & 83). 

Regarding Dependent claims 12 and 28, Lau discloses wherein said mapping 
scheme includes instructions on how to expand a number of hierarchical levels of 
said source to a greater number of hierarchical levels of said target (paragraphs 
79 & 83). 

Regarding Dependent claims 13 and 29, Lau discloses wherein at least one of 
the source and the target is a database (paragraphs 67 & 69). 

Regarding Dependent claims 14 and 30, Lau discloses wherein at least one of 
the source and the target is an XML document (paragraphs 67 & 69). 

Regarding Dependent claims 15 and 31, Lau discloses wherein said source is 
one of a database and an XML document and the target is the other of a 
database and an XML document (paragraphs 67 & 69). 
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Regarding Dependent claims 16 and 32, Lau discloses wherein the source is a 
first XML document and the target is a second XML document (paragraphs 67 & 
69). 



It is noted that any citation [[$]] to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art references and any 
interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all 
it contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in 
the art. [[See, MPEP 2123]] 



Conclusion 

Other Prior Art Cited 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Vedula et al. (U.S. 6,823,495) discloses "Mapping Tool Graphical User 
Interface" 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Manglesh M. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5937. The examiner can normally be reached on M, W 6 am-3 pm T, TH 6 am- 
2pm, Fr 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen S. Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

MangCesh M. <PateC 
(Patent 'Examiner 



273-8300. 



<Fe6ruary 3, 2006 



CESAR PAULA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




